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The Antioch Center at Central Seminary is both a place and a calling. Geographically, it stands

near the intersection of Antioch Road and 110th Street in Overland Park, Kansas—a crossroads

where people, communities, and stories meet. Spiritually and theologically, it draws its name

and purpose from the city of Antioch, the first great crossroads church, where diverse believers

were gathered, formed, and sent into the world. In Antioch, the followers of Jesus were first

called Christians, and from that place of learning, prayer, and shared leadership, the church was

commissioned for mission beyond familiar boundaries.

Like its biblical namesake, the Antioch Center is grounded in the conviction that faithful ministry

is forged at intersections—between tradition and change, local context and global vision,

formation and action. It is a place where congregations pause to listen, learn, and discern

together, drawing strength from community and clarity from shared purpose. Theologically, the

Center embodies a sending posture, equipping lay leaders, congregations, and pastors to

respond creatively and courageously to where the Spirit is leading next. Standing at a literal

crossroads, the Antioch Center is spiritually located in the space where formation meets

mission, where diverse voices are welcomed, and where the church is continually renewed for

the sake of the world.

The Antioch Center will advance congregational vitality for both lay leaders and pastors through

the creation of robust educational opportunities and practical resources tailored to today’s

diverse church contexts. The Center will offer a wide range of programming, including short

webinars, certificate programs, and customized tools designed especially for small, rural, and

multilingual congregations across the Midwest. Existing certificate programs—such as the

Certificate in Chaplaincy and the Certificate in Peace and Justice—will be integrated into the

work of the Center and evaluated for impact, while new certificates will be developed in

response to emerging needs. The Antioch Center will also provide expert guidance and

congregational coaching for both lay leaders and clergy on critical issues such as fragile church

finances and outdated accounting systems, stewardship of large and aging facilities, mental

health challenges within congregations and surrounding communities, accessibility and

inclusion for people with disabilities, and innovative outreach strategies to engage youth and

young adults. 
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These offerings will be supported by adaptive, multilingual learning platforms that deliver culturally responsive resources

and foster coached learning communities.

The Antioch Center will also serve as a hub for comprehensive lay leadership training that equips leaders to serve

effectively in their unique ministry contexts. Existing programs at Central Seminary—including the Hispanic Lay

Institute (Spanish), the Judson Communities Certificate Program (Burmese and Karen), and the Ola Hanson Bible

Institute (Kachin)—will be supported and expanded. In addition, a new English-language lay leadership training will be

developed and delivered. Building on this foundation, the Center will launch Lay Leader Communities of Practice, cohort-

based learning experiences designed to meet the distinct needs of various denominations, cultural communities, and

shared affinities. 

Finally, The Antioch Center will expand and deepen partnerships with denominations that directly serve congregations,

recognizing collaboration as essential to sustainable impact. The Center will work closely with denominational partners

to co-create relevant content and support recruitment, while also convening regional gatherings to engage

denominational leaders and host targeted listening sessions. Insights gained from these conversations and shared data

will guide the identification of emerging congregational needs, shape flexible engagement strategies, and strengthen

partnerships, ensuring that the Center’s work remains responsive, collaborative, and grounded in the lived realities of

congregations.

The Antioch Center will begin its work in spring 2026 with a three-part Congregational Learning Series designed to

address pressing challenges facing churches today:

March 12, 2026 | 7:00–8:30 p.m. (CST)

       We Don’t Have Any Children in Our Church: What Do We Do?”

       Led by Rev. Trevor Beauford, Senior Organizer for Faith Communities, Children’s Defense Fund (Washington, DC)

April 14, 2026 | 7:00–8:30 p.m. (CST)

       “Our Church Building Is Too Big and Too Empty: What Do We Do?”

       Led by Rev. Mark Elsdon, Co-Founder of Rooted Good, supporting innovative faith-based leaders in property  

       development, money and mission alignment, and social enterprise (Madison, Wisconsin)

May 21, 2026 | 7:00–8:30 p.m. (CST)

       “Our Church Members are Experiencing Mental Health Struggles: What Do We Do?”

        Led by Rev. Jermaine Alberty, Founder and Principal Consultant, SALT Initiative (Las Vegas, Nevada)

In September 2026, The Antioch Center will expand its offerings with the launch of comprehensive lay leader training

programs and continuing education opportunities for pastors, further equipping congregations for faithful and

sustainable ministry. 

The Antioch Center is co-directed by Rev. Rhonda Hetzel and is funded in part by generous grants from Lilly Endowment

Inc.’s Pathways for Tomorrow and Thriving Congregations Initiative.
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Since I l ive in Kansas City, the home of an international card corporation, when I think of the month of

February I usually think of Valentine's Day. For some people, their Valentine is their husband or wife, their

spouse, their boyfriend or girlfriend or a significant other. Others might include someone such as a son or

daughter, favorite aunt or uncle, beloved niece or nephew or even a cousin. Some people might consider a

close or trusted friend as their Valentine or even a four-legged family member or another pet as their

Valentine. 

Over the years many “Valentines” and their spouses have funded charitable gift annuities for each other,

meaning that whether they were the husband or the wife in the couple, they didn't just choose themself as

the beneficiary of the annuity, but they chose their spouse as a beneficiary along with them.

Having officiated a good number of weddings over the years, I know that many brides and grooms promise to

love, honor and cherish each other in their vows. Stil l there are other things that they promise to do that are

unwritten or unspoken in their vows. In my way of thinking, a couple of those unspoken promises are to

protect and provide for each other.

That makes me think of a real and true love story that began around 60 years ago. I have mentioned before

that my mom was one of eight Irish–American girls, and her youngest sister is named Rita. My Aunt Rita

Janice Armstrong Cearlock is my only l iving aunt on both sides of the family and I visited her in Springfield,

I l l inois, on my way back here from Christmas vacation.   

As we all know each child in a family has his or her own character, spirit and personality. That said, my mom

and my Aunt Rita were totally different people even though they were sisters born 10 years apart. My mom

was a fairly easy going, agreeable, adaptable and talkative lady. My Aunt Rita is a woman with grit ,

determination, spunk & chutzpah and talkative also. It 's an Armstrong trait !

Back in the days of the TV series, “Mad Men”, my Aunt Rita went to professional beauty school in Chicago

and became a licensed beautician and cosmetologist, when it took a lot more training to receive that title!

Some of you will remember that those were the days when women wore the big “Beehive” hairdos, etc. After

a couple of years in training, she moved back to Springfield and began her career. That's when she met my

uncle “Cooch”, whose full name was Cecil Clyde Cearlock and they were married in February, 1969, at the

catholic cathedral in Springfield. Like any other married couple, when they took those vows, they had no idea

what they were promising, but they were faithful to each other and they did protect and provide for each

other ti l l the end.

My uncle Cooch was a printer by trade and worked very hard to provide for their family along with my Aunt

Rita, who was a beautician out of their home for nearly 50 years. They raised two sons, Chris, who served

two tours in Iraq, and Vince, who is a Washington DC capitol policeman, working in a K9 unit.

In the mid to late 1980s, my uncle was diagnosed with ALS and had to retire from printing and his health

insurance ended then, so my Aunt Rita, who was a trained beautician, got a job at the Jewel grocery store in

town as a baker, so she could have good health insurance and provide for and protect her husband! Now it 's

one thing to bake at home and it 's another to run a commercial bakery in a grocery store, but Aunt Rita was

trained very well and she was the morning person, who opened the bakery and got everything prepared for

the first shift of the day. She worked that job for many years to provide and protect her husband just as he

had done the same for her in the years that he was a printer.



I  went and visited them a couple of times during his ALS Journey and it was a difficult sight to see, but I

was glad that I made myself go and spend time with them. My uncle Cooch ended up dying in the fall of

1992 and all of our family gathered in Springfield to honor him as a World War II Navy veteran and for his

life of faith well l ived as a son, brother, husband, father, uncle, etc. Even after he died, my Aunt Rita

continued working at the bakery in the grocery store because she loved it and the job provided well for her.

With her boys grown into adult men, she continued that work and also her work as a beautician as well .

She has been happily retired for years now and is l iving in an assisted living facil ity, but she is stil l in good

shape and as sharp as a tack. She always shares many wonderful stories about my mom's family that I have

never heard before.  

While many think that one spouse is the person to be the protector and provider, I think that both spouses

are given that opportunity and can do it well l ike my Aunt Rita and Uncle Cooch.  

If you are a married couple then you can do that as well .  You can protect and provide for your spouse by

funding a charitable gift annuity for both of you, when you choose yourselves as the beneficiaries. Since the

rate of return is based on your age, and if you are older, you can lock in a good rate through the annuity that

will provide for you for the rest of your l ives. Then if one of you goes home to be with the Lord, the other

spouse will sti l l receive the returns from the annuity for the rest of your l ife. That is a gift of both of you

providing for and protecting each other as you continue in your love relationship and grow older in l ife. The

annuity provides money for you for the rest of your l ife and protects you from going without. While the real

gift of love is l iving together and sharing life through all the years, this is a financial gift of love that

protects and provides for each other.

If you are a married couple and you wish to fund what is called a “two lives” gift annuity, please get a hold

of me and I will be happy to help you with that. Even if you are not a married couple, but a single person and

you are interested in funding a charitable gift annuity that would protect and provide for yourself as well ,

please contact me by phone, email or in person at one of our retreats and conferences, and I will be ready

and will ing to help you in that process. Please also remember that you have the opportunity to choose the

mission agency, partner or offering that the remainder of your gift will go to when Jesus welcomes you into

the heavenly realm. Happy Valentine's Day and blessed Ash Wednesday greetings to all of you.



Faithful Action: For Such A Time As This—
Zoom Webinar with Dan Buttry

Thursday, February 12th at 12-1 pm (Central time)

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Buttry will share with us his perspectives on what is happening and his

suggestions on how we are to respond as people of faith.

We are living in turbulent and disturbing times in our country. It is therefore a good time to hear from

the Rev. Dr. Daniel Buttry, who served for many years as a global peace and justice consultant with the

American Baptist Church’s International Ministries. He has worked with people in many different

repressive situations to bring about greater justice and reduce conflict. He therefore has a global

perspective that will help us better understand what is happening in our country and the experiential

knowledge of what faithful action as Christians entails.

More Information

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/3AskUKqGSKKE9eEdmdBjqQ?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbzJKbUxGRkVMNWlBb09zbXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7sGL3RcPMVbWXkaPlce1XC6PzcuXuKUrd-U_nPjZ04YzvsrcBQ82IOCR6Uog_aem_ix7-Xgj1YK3SSnWUdyNfGQ#/registration
https://www.cbts.edu/events/faithful-action-for-such-a-time-as-this/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExRlJRdEp1Y2tSenJRSGROWnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR544i2cIDWoQ49CDnnAIK-zUc3K0tmUCX7qR8xce8oc9GiGnFsF9wx-teVFkA_aem_LFQV3qfoO5AJw8MoCxv46w




Whether we call it Lent or our 40-day spiritual journey, as we enter this time being mindful of Jesus’

journey to the cross, let us set aside time to be quiet with God and pray for God's leading and

direction in our l ives.

As we look closer in the Gospels and discover new things about Jesus’ ministry, let us pray and ask

our Good Shepherd to show us new ways of discipleship and helping others grow in faith.   

May we also ask the Holy Spirit to guide us into new areas of service in our churches and our

communities as we travel the road with Jesus, our servant leader, to the cross at Golgotha. As the

scripture says, “for even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his l ife as a

ransom for many.” Mark 10: 45 (ESV) 



Join us for a half-day training event that will equip your staff and
volunteers with best practices to help keep your ministry safe. 

Situational Awareness - Seeing a potential issue before it
becomes a problem

This training will cover:

Exploring trends in active shooter violence
Best practices to stay vigilant and keep yourself and others
safe
Having the mindset and abilities to respond to potential threats

Abuse Prevention and Child Safety - Our duty to protect those
entrusted in our care
This training will cover:

Exploring trends and case studies on ministry sexual abuse
Identifying grooming behaviors
Reporting claims of sexual abuse

(Lunch included)

Arvada, CO Tuesday,
March 3, 2026

Faith Bible Chapel
8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Overland Park, KS
Wednesday, March 4, 2026
Legacy Christian Church
(Blue Valley Campus)
8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Sioux Falls, SD
Thursday, March 5, 2026
Embrace Church 
(Westside Campus)
8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Cost: $25 plus tax

Join us!

We’ll be tackling...

Save the Date! 
Onlineregistrationopens January 12, 2026

Locations,
Times, and Cost:

2026 Lightwell
Ministry Safety
Summit











The keynote speaker for the 2026 Senior Adult Retreat is Rev. Soozi Witten Ford. She served as Executive Minister

with the American Baptist Churches of Indiana and Kentucky for more than nine years, retiring in 2021. Her previous

ministry experiences include faculty positions with Sterling College, Sterling, KS and Central Baptist Theological

Seminary in Shawnee, KS; pastoral positions with First Baptist Church Casper, WY and Calvary Baptist Church in

Cheyenne, WY; regional ministry with Mid-American Baptist Churches (Iowa and Minnesota); and national stewardship

ministry with ABCUSA.

In post-retirement, Rev. Soozi Whitten Ford served the Office of the General Secretary 

ABCUSA as the Interim Associate General Secretary for Regional Ministries. At the 

same time, she served in a volunteer position as the Special Assistant to the Executive 

Director of International Ministries, Rev. Dr. Sharon Koh, in the role of Chaplain.

Soozi Whitten Ford shares her life with Rev. Homer Ford and together they have two 

daughters, a son-in-law, and a granddaughter. Unscheduled time is often filled with 

connecting with family and dear friends; reading suspense novels; chasing the 

genealogical clues left by elusive ancestors; coaxing flowers to grow instead of 

weeds; knitting and planning the next travel adventure.

Registration information can be found on the Central Region website at www.abccr.org and through the weekly emails

sent from the region office. The Sr. Adult Retreat will be held at Milton Baptist Church, Milton, KS. Directions and hotel

information can also be found at this same site.

Hotel Options: 

1. Hampton Inn by Hilton 455 N Crowne Drive Goddard, Ks. 67052 316-453-0444 

 Rooms here will be $109 per night plus tax. Please use "Senior Adult Retreat or code 503" when making your

reservation. We will use our church bus to shuttle people from the hotel to the church and back. Directions are on the

bottom of this page. 

2. Cobblestone Inn & Suites 899 Frontage Rd Harper Ks. 67058 620-896-2400 

Rooms here will be $125 per night plus tax 

http://www.abccr.org/


ABCCR SENIOR ADULT RETREAT
April 22-23, 2026 

Milton BaptistChurch,1213N SycamoreRd.Milton, KS 67106

Guest Speaker, Rev. Soozi Whitten-Ford 

Name:
 
 

Spouse:

Address:

Please make checks payable to Senior Adult Retreat and mail
payment and completed registration form to: 

Senior Adult Retreat, John Williams, Registrar
C/O 5889 SW 29th Street, Topeka, KS 66614 

Email:  

Home Church: 
& City 
First Timer to the Retreat? Yes____
# of Guests 

City / State / Zip: 
 
Full Retreat (includes program and 3 meals) per person 
One Day only (Wednesday or Thursday) per person 

@ $95.00 per person  
_______ @ $70.00 per person 

Discount Applied (February 1, 2026 deadline) 
Total Amount Due 

Cut here and retain this stub for your records and information------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ABCCRSeniorAdultRetreat: Milton BaptistChurch,1213NSycamoreRd.Milton,KS 67106 

Theme: “Wholly Holy Hospitality” Scripture: Romans 12:10-13 NIV 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Phone: _____________________________ 

No ____
 

(If registering as a couple, please write spouse’s name below)

Total$

Dates: April 22-23, 2026 Registration begins at 11:00 AM Retreat begins with lunch at 11:30 AM 








